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[Y] “But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 
them cry mightily to God; [yes, let everyone turn from his 
evil way and from the violence which is in his 
hands]” (Jonah 3: 8). 


[Z] What is the meaning of “mightily”? 


[AA] Said R. Simeon b. Halaputa, “Perseverance in prayer 
conquers [even] the worthy man, all the more so the 
Good One of the world.” 


[BB] “... let everyone turn from his evil way and from the 
violence which is in his hands” (Jonah 3:8). 


[CC] Said R. Yohanan [completing the thought begun at S], 
“What they had in their hands they gave back, but what 
they had hidden in chests, boxes, and cupboards, they did 
not give back.” 


It is written, “Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the 
Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, [slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil” (Joel 2:13). 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “If you tear your hearts in repentance, you will 
not tear your garments as a sign of mourning either for your sons or for 
your daughters.” 


But: “[Return] to the Lord your God.” 


Why? “For he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger [‘long in acts of 
patience’] and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil” (Joel 
2:13). 


R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “‘Long acts of 
patience’ [in the singular] is not written here, but rather, “Long in acts 
of patience,’ [in the plural], thus indicating that he is patient with the 
righteous, and he also is patient with the wicked.” 


R. Aha, R. Tanhum b. R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “‘Long in 
an act of patience’ is not written here, but rather, ‘Long in acts of 
patience.’ [It means] he is patient before he begins to collect [imposing 
punishment on the sinner], and even when he has begun to collect [the 
penalty for doing evil], he is patient when he collects.” 


Said R. Haninah, “He who has said that the All-Merciful is 
indulgent- may his innards be loosened. Rather, He is long in acts of 
patience but [if one does not repent] He collects His due.” 


